PSY323 – Fall B 2020
M6 Discussion Forum

Perceptual illusions are usually defined as a normal perceptual process leading to something that differs from the objective reality of the physical world. This means that we would only know something is an illusion if we have a good understanding of the objective reality for the physical world. In this discussion forum, let’s consider whether (and if so, how) we or any other species can figure out the objective reality of the physical world. 

Remember, human perception is constrained by many factors, such as the limitations of our sensory systems, the influence of our personal experiences, and our limited capacity of attentional focus. All these topics are relevant to this discussion. 

Instruction for the initial post (at least 250 words) 

1. Describe one type of perceptual illusion where the brain’s interpretation of something is not consistent with reality. Provide an APA reference of a resource that demonstrates this illusion (e.g. YouTube video, web article, journal article… etc.). 
2. What is the sensory or perceptual processing principle behind this illusion? 
3. In general, do humans have a good understanding of the objective reality of the physical world? Why or why not? Use the course material to support your answers. 
4. Imagine there is a new species (or perhaps aliens!) that can detect the full range of wavelengths in light and the full range of frequencies in sound. Use the course material to support your answers to the questions below: 
• Would these organisms also have perceptual illusions? Why or why not? 
• Would these organisms have a better understanding of the objective reality of the physical world? Why or why not? 

Check the grading rubric before submitting your initial post and note the following criteria: 
• No direct quotes, even if you cite the source. The whole post must be in your own words. 
• Check grammar and spelling before submitting the post to avoid deductions. 
• Check the total word count requirement (at least 250 words, excluding citation and reference) 
• Write a separate paragraph for each of the bolded items above so there is no question whether you have covered a requirement at all. 
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